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nature of the relations between Swift and Esther Johnson,
There is a hint, indeed, In a hitherto unpublished letter
of Chetwode to Swift, written in October, 17143 which
is worth noting. " The ladies of your acquaintance are,
I confess, a little hard upon you In regard to faces, to
tie you down to ugliness and age. But you know best
if it be not just9smce the world says you may command a very
agreeable one and yet defer ti?3 The words in italics are
erased in the draft (now in the Forster Collection), probably
because, on second thoughts, the writer feared to arouse
Swift's indignation by alluding to so private a matter as
Stella's regard for him. Yet they show (that cannot be
doubted) that in 1714 gossip was busy with the two names.1
In an earlier letter from King" to Swift (also published now
for the first time), dated 5 August, 1713, the Archbishop
ventures to hint that the Dean's headaches were due to
mental anxiety, " An odd thought came into my mind on
reading that you were among willows, imagining that
perhaps your mistress had forsaken you, and that was the
cause of your malady. If that be the case, cheer up; the
loss may be repaired, and, I hope, the remedy easy." It is
evident from this that the Archbishop expected that Swift
would marry. So, too, Arbuthnot writes,2 "My wife . , .
wishes you well married."

It does not appear, however, that Bolingbroke regarded
the Stella connexion as anything more than a liaison!'
" With what pleasure should I hear you inter vina fugam
Stellae maerere protervae" he writes,4 bidding Swift come
to France to see him. And, again,5 he alludes to "the
present Stella, whoever she be," a phrase which must have

1  This I have shown in my essay on " The Relations between Swift
and Stella" in Swift's "Prose Works," xii, 91.

2  ii December, 1718.

3  The scurrilous and nasty volume entitled " Gulliveriana " by Swift's
old enemy, Dean Smedley, which appeared in 1728, alludes again and
again to Stella and Vanessa as Swift's mistresses, the usual quotations
being made from " Cadenus and Vanessa.77

4  12 September, 1724.                               5 17 February, 1727.
